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THE UNITED STATES AND EUROPEAN INTEGRATION
The East European revolution of 1989 has generated a broad debate over Europe's future --a future in which all of Europe, whole and free, is to share. The terms of the debate, however, and some of the integrative processes underway have themselves created unintended obstacles to full European integration, the union of East and West. The speed and certainty with which the East European nations can return to a united Europe are in question.
Th~ debate over Europe's future actually addresses three separate, but closely related issues: European defense, European security, and the more theoretical concept of a European identity.
The first is primarily a • debate about institutions the redefinition of old and creation of new --to address more accurately the concrete defense needs of a Europe transformed by the massive and unilateral withdrawal of potential enemy forces.
The second debate, concerning broader security issues, goes beyond specific defensive mechanisms and encompasses more ephemeral issues of confidence building, political crisis management, and the construction of a shared dependence on long-term stability. 
